What is an informative speech?
Informative speaking offers you an opportunity to practice your researching, writing, organizing, and speaking skills. You will learn how to discover and present information clearly. If you take the time to thoroughly research and understand your topic, to create a clearly organized speech, and to practice an enthusiastic, dynamic style of delivery, you can be an effective "teacher" during your informative speech. Finally, you will get a chance to practice a type of speaking you will undoubtedly use later in your professional career. 
The purpose of the informative speech is to provide interesting, useful, and unique information to your audience. By dedicating yourself to the goals of providing information and appealing to your audience, you can take a positive step toward succeeding in your efforts as an informative speaker. 

Types of informative speeches
Informative Speeches about Objects
Speeches about objects focus on things existing in the world. Objects include, among other things, people, places, animals, or products. Because you are speaking under time constraints, you cannot discuss any topic in its entirety. Instead, limit your speech to a focused discussion of some aspect of your topic. 
Informative Speeches about Processes

Speeches about processes focus on patterns of action. One type of speech about processes, the demonstration speech, teaches people "how-to" perform a process. More frequently, however, you will use process speeches to explain a process in broader terms. This way, the audience is more likely to understand the importance or the context of the process. 

Informative Speeches about Events

Speeches about events focus on things that happened, are happening, or will happen. When speaking about an event, remember to relate the topic to your audience. A speech chronicling history is informative, but you should adapt the information to your audience and provide them with some way to use the information. As always, limit your focus to those aspects of an event that can be adequately discussed within the time limitations of your assignment. 

Informative Speeches about Concepts

Speeches about concepts focus on beliefs, ideas, and theories. While speeches about objects, processes, and events are fairly concrete, speeches about concepts are more abstract. Take care to be clear and understandable when creating and presenting a speech about a concept. When selecting a concept, remember you are crafting an informative speech. Often, speeches about concepts take on a persuasive tone. Focus your efforts toward providing unbiased information and refrain from making arguments. Because concepts can be vague and involved, limit your speech to aspects that can be readily explained and understood within the time limits. 

Topic selection and analysis.  Create an outline for your informative topic.





Select a speech topic





1.  Draw the topic from your own area of expertise, experience and interestests


What unusual experiences have you had?  Consider travel, jobs and events


What special knowledge or expertise do you have?  People like to know how things work!  Think about talents, hobbies or skills you have developed at school.


What strong beliefs or opinions do you hold?  Issues that touch on your core values often make good speech topics.


What would you like to more about?


2.  Select a topic appropriate to the audience and occasion.  By Brainstorming the above questions you have created a possible subject of great variety.  To choose one topic you need to think about the audience and occasion.


3.  Select a topic that is both timely and timeless (You might still have more than one topic after going through steps 1 and 2.  The best topics are those that are timely and timeless.





Narrow your topic. 





1.  Determine the number of ideas you can cover in the time allotted.


2.  Select a few main ideas based on thorough analysis of the audience, the occasion and you strengths as a speaker.





Clarify the purpose of your speech.





1.  What is the general purpose?  Are you trying to change people’s minds?  To teach them?  To entertain?


2.  What is the specific purpose?  If there is one goal I want to achieve in this speech it is to…


3.  Specify the desired outcomes you seek from your listeners.  If there is one action I want my listeners to take after my speech it is…


Primary audience outcome


	NOT:  My desired outcome is to sell this product.


	BUT:  My desired outcome is to have you buy this product.


Contributing audience outcome.  How will I encourage my audience to take action?  How will  I make my audience commit?  (The details I want the audience to learn.)





Develop a clear thesis statement to guide your analysis of the topic.





1.  Write your thesis in one declarative sentence


2.  Analyze your topic by breaking your thesis statement into a list of questions to be answered.





EX: For a speech about comic books you might develop the following thesis:  With their scope, history and influence comic books are an interesting modern addition to pop culture.





What is the scope of comic book themes?


What is the history of the comic book?


What influence do comic books have? 


Are comic books interesting components of pop culture?





Choose a speech title. (Not every speech needs a title, but please choose one)








