Public Speaking and Debate
Monday, 1 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Instructor: Denise Rinehart
e-mail: theatreamoeba@hotmail.com
 
Required Text:
The Speaker's Handbook by Jo Sprague and Douglas Stuart (when available)
Materials available online at www.theatreamoeba.com 

Course Description and Objectives
This course prepares the student to overcome such troublesome areas as stage fright, poor diction, flawed delivery, ineffective posture, faulty gestures and improper grammar while speaking English. Most importantly, it is designed to build confidence and poise, encourages one to stand on one's own two feet, through developing and presenting three types of speeches: innovative, persuasive and occasional.  Students will overcome difficulties they may have in public speaking by becoming aware of important speech elements and by practicing and delivering several speech types and debate. The course connects speech and speech communication principles in order to better prepares students for international communication.

The specific outcome to be realized through completion of this course is to learn how to:

1. handle speaker anxiety. 

2. prepare and deliver a debate as well as a variety of speech types including informative, persuasive and occasional. 

3. effectively use language and non-verbal techniques including voice. 

4. understand how communication skills help in achieving professional goals. 

5. critically evaluate speeches and speakers. 

If this course does what it is supposed to do, you will leave it capable of demonstrating how to listen to, understand and present in English.  In order to assess the stated learning outcomes one of your speeches will be evaluated by the entire class and the teacher using an instrument that requires all students to comprehensively analyze and critique your presentation and one of your speeches will be videotaped and assessed.
Policies

Assigned Readings, Speech Outlines, Visual Aids and Speech Presentation Preparedness:
Students enrolled in this course are responsible for all of the assigned reading. Quizzes will be given over the term of the course to assess attention to the reading. Completed speech outlines are required before the speech is delivered. Students are required to use one professional visual aid for one of the assigned speeches. If a student is not prepared to deliver a speech when it falls due he/she will not be allowed to make it up.

Absence Policy
You are expected to prepare for and attend every class session. Should special circumstances requiring your absence arise one absence is permitted. Bear in mind that there is no complete substitute for the learning that takes place during class, so missing any class can affect your performance in the course. You can be charged with half an absence if you miss more than 15 minutes of a class session. You are responsible for completing all work and assignments on time whether or not you attend class.. 

 

Time Management and Getting through this Course
Please devote enough time to your studies to do quality work. If you are a working student, you must take into account that your class work must get done also. Plan for at least two to three hours of study per week for this course. The required reading, speech outlines, visual aid construction and speech presentation preparation all require time. Plan to allot yourself the requisite amount of time to get your work done at a quality level. 

Classroom Behavior and a Positive Learning Environment
The classroom is a place of discovery—trying out new ways of learning about the world. Please respect the individual differences of all students. 

Videotaping of Speeches
Over the course of the semester we may use a video camera to record speeches (depending on availability). Audio equipment is used to illustrate presentation styles, conducting critical analysis of presentation, and for suggested adjustments to speaking techniques.   I encourage you to try this at home if you have the resources.

Grading
Students will be graded on the quality of work, preparedness, classroom participation and attendance. Students will be graded on each major speech on the day the speech is delivered. Speech grades are cumulative.  
	 
	Speeches:
Presentation Speech (Visual Aid)
100
Informative Speech (Visual Aid)
150
Persuasive Speech  (Visual aid)
150

	400

	 
	Homework 
	100

	 
	Debate
	150

	 
	Midterm
	100

	 
	Class Participation
	150

	
	Final Project or Presentation
	100


The total points for the semester is 1000.  Students will be graded on a curve.  
