Scene Study- Theatre as Communication

Professor:  Denise Rinehart

Email: theatreamoeba@hotmail.com
Website:  www.theatreamoeba.com

Course Description and Objectives

This course aims to build up confidence and improve spoken English.  It is designed to help students understand English dialogues and create an awareness of self-physicality. Students will learn how to create a character through analysis of English texts, while learning how to use voice and body correctly, thus preparing the students for an in-house performance of a published text in English. (Ex: Shakespeare, Oscar Wilde) Through the combination of Drama and English students are introduced to the basic imaginative, physical and vocal skills necessary for accurately communicating in English which helps  acquire confidence for expression  in English in real-life, professional situations.

Required Texts will be made available for printing.  Activities should be printed from the theatre amoeba website.  This is your responsibility.  If you are not prepared your participation grade will be lowered.  Please purchase a clear-file to keep all of your scenes documents.
General Notes:

1. It is your responsibility to support your fellow classmates.
2. Wear clothing that you can move in! Failure to do so will affect your participation grade!

3. More then 1 absence will lower your final grade.  There are NO excused absences unless I personally agree.  This is a participatory class.

4. NEVER miss class when a performance assignment is due; you will receive a “zero” for that assignment and will not be allowed to make it up.

5. Do not miss rehearsal with your partner or group; be respectful of other people’s time. Be available to rehearse and work outside of class time.

6. If you have a physical injury that hinders you from participating in class activities please see me privately so we can make arrangement to accommodate you.

7. Texts must be memorized for midterm and final.

The course syllabus online is a general; deviations announced to the class may be necessary.

Grade Break Down (This is tentative…)
200
Attendance/Participation

50 
Scene 1 
50 
Scene 2 (Script and Character Analysis)
50 
Writing project

100 
Midterm Project
50
First showing of monologue

50 
First showing of scene

150 
Final Showing of Monologue

200 
Final Scene Project
Total points= 1000

NOTE:  It is important to remember that your effort effects participation, not your quality of acting.  The most important thing is that you feel your confidence and fluency increasing.  Preparedness, enthusiasm and hard work will all be rewarded!  Students will be graded on a curve in classes larger then 20 students. 
