Self- Introduction

THE SITUATION
You have three minutes to introduce yourself to your classmates and your instructor in your public speaking class. Three minutes is not enough time to describe everything there is to know about you, so choices must be made.
MAKING CHOICES
1. How should you decide what you want to share about yourself? Should you consider: the members of your audience? your classroom setting? your goals for the class? The course subject? how much or how little you want the audience to know about you?
What else might you consider?
2. What is the most relevant information to relay to your instructor and fellow students? Should you describe: your primary likes and dislikes? where you are from? what your hobbies and personal interests are? why you are fearful of speaking in public? What other information about yourself might you include in your speech?
WHAT IF . . .
Let’s assume you are given the same assignment but with a different audience and a different purpose. How would your decisions above be affected by the following conditions?
1. Your public speaking classmates are evaluating your speech for a grade.
2. Your speech of introduction assignment will not be graded.
3. Your audience is now the entire student body, and your purpose is to announce your candidacy for student president.
4. Your audience is the active members of a fraternity/sorority that you would like to join.
