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                                          Jl. Kampus Unida Dusun Cempaka No. 02 Lamtemen Timur  Kota Banda Aceh  ( 0651 -7411515 

                                                   

Letter of Recommendation

Yayasan Lamjabat (YL) is a local ngo working in Meuraxa, Banda Aceh in one of the worst tsunami affected sub-districts of all Aceh. Over 85% of the community of the 16 villages of Meuraxa perished in the tsunami. The majority of survivors were men and the majority of those who died were women, children and the elderly. 

In March 2005, YL started a children’s program primarily to assist children of Meuraxa in coping with the traumatic impact of the tsunami and drastic changes in children’s life styles post tsunami.  

YL runs a children’s creativity centre and provides a range of after school creative arts, education, sports and play activities.  These communities were completely devastated, in some villages only 8 to 10% of the population survived with one or two children and these survivors have had to relocate to different parts of the city. This centre provides a much needed place and space for the villagers and their children to reunite. Average daily attendance at the centre is between 150 and 200 children ranging from 4 years to 14 years old.

Over 600 children have attended this centre to date and feedback from parents & carers shows that this program has had very significant positive effects on all children who have attended.

Working with Theatre Amoeba

In July 2005, Denise Rinehart and the Theatre Amoeba team was introduced to us through AMURT, an international NGO working in Aceh. 

Throughout July and August, the Theatre Amoeba team worked with 30 community teachers (majority being tsunami survivors from Meuraxa who lost their families, their homes and their livelihoods) and the children of the creativity centre on the following:

· Teacher training, physical movement exercises, games and techniques for teachers to use to make other learning/creative activities more fun.

· Workshopped one performance called “Sweet dreams” with teachers and children from the centre. The Amoeba team held a number of interactive sessions with all children making props, singing songs and dance. After one very successful performance at the centre, Amoeba and Yayasan Lamjabat performed Sweet Dreams to a much wider audience of children and communities from Aceh participating in National Children’s Day 2005.  It was a great success, both for those participating and for those watching. 

· Worked with Yayasan Lamjabat teachers and children to put together a comedy based on an Acehnese version of Indonesia’s Independence from the Dutch.  This was performed for survivors from all 16 villages of Meuraxa on Independence Day August 17th 2005.  Another great success.

The impact the Amoeba team had on both the teachers and the children was far greater than just the performances that took place.  It was a great cultural exchange on many levels for all involved, created new friendships, boosted confidence and self esteem of children and community teachers who didn’t think it was possible to put something so good together so quickly. The methods Amoeba used inspired new ideas for working with the children and above all provided a lot of laughs and fun for all involved at a time when people had very little to laugh about.

Yayasan Lamjabat would welcome the opportunity to work with Amoeba Theatre again especially as we now focus more on creative activities rather than education and also we have different teachers and lots of new children attending the centre who were not involved in last years drama activities.  We now have a youth program which wasn’t operational last year and would love to be able to give interested youth the opportunity to work with the children and Amoeba team to integrate theatre with our current Acehnese music and dance activities. 

The current situation for children and youth of Meuraxa is not so different from last year where many are still living in temporary accommodation or back in their original villages with very few facilities. Over 60% of families and carers with orphaned children and youth are still waiting for permanent houses to be built or for water and sanitation facilities to be put into the villages and most adults still do not have stable employment making it very difficult for them to prioritise children /youth needs for extra curricula activities including arts, culture, sport and play over daily needs of food and transport. 

To date, Yayasan Lamjabat is still the only organization providing any form of outside school activities for the children and youth of Meuraxa sub-district, Banda Aceh.

Please feel free to pass on this information on and if anyone wants to contact us directly for more feedback they can do so through my email address.

Yours Sincerely

Linda

Linda North

Technical Advisor for Yayasan Lamjabat.
Email address is:   northlinda@gmail.com
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